
 

Sunday 17th January 2021 

Plough Sunday 
Opening Responses 

Jesus, who walked with farmers and fishers 

and sat in village kitchens, 

be with us now. 

 

You too were tired 

when day was done; 

you met your friends at evening time. 

Jesus, who walked with farmers and fishers 

and sat in village kitchens, 

be with us now. 

 

As we gather here 

we remember 

that as night drew on 

you too gave thanks 

you too would bless 

at close of day. 

Jesus, who walked with farmers and fishers 

and sat in village kitchens, 

be with us now. 

 

You kindled faith and hope, 

Came close to shed your light as darkness fell. 

So, today as we gather here, we say: 

Lord Jesus, who walked with farmers and fishers 

and sat in village kitchens, 

be with us now. 

 

All Creatures of our God and King 
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Confession 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

The first commandment is this: 

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, with all your mind, 

and with all your strength.’ 

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 

There is no other commandment greater than these. 

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

 

No one who puts his hand to the plough, and looks back, 

Is fit for the Kingdom of God. 

 

When we are ungrateful for the rain, and the sun, the snow and the frost, in 

their season, 

And forget they are God's gifts to us: 

 

When we are blind to the mystery of germination, 

And forget it is God's handiwork: 

 

When we are careless with the beasts, 

And forget they are God's creatures: 

 

When we are unkind to other people, 

And forget they are God's children: 

 

When we scamp our work, 

And forget we are God's workers: 

 

When we ill-treat the land, 

And forget it is the splendour of God: O God, forgive us. 
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The Lord enrich you with his grace, 

and nourish you with his blessing; 

the Lord defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil; 

the Lord accept your prayers, 

and absolve you from your offences, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 

Amen. 

 

All Through History 
 

Collect 

Almighty God, 

in Christ you make all things new: 

transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, 

and in the renewal of our lives 

make known your heavenly glory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

 

Bible Reading 
1 Samuel 3.1-20 

1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the 

LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.  

2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, 

was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel 

was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the 

LORD called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I am!’ 5and ran to Eli, and said, 

‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So he 

went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to 
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Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie 

down again.’ 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the 

LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third 

time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then 

Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, 

‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, “Speak, LORD, for your servant is 

listening.”’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place.  

10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And 

Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’ 11Then the LORD said to 

Samuel, ‘See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of 

anyone who hears of it tingle. 12On that day I will fulfil against Eli all that I have 

spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13For I have told him that I 

am about to punish his house for ever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his 

sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to 

the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or 

offering for ever.’  

15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the 

LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, 

‘Samuel, my son.’ He said, ‘Here I am.’ 17Eli said, ‘What was it that he told you? 

Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide 

anything from me of all that he told you.’ 18So Samuel told him everything and hid 

nothing from him. Then he said, ‘It is the LORD; let him do what seems good to 

him.’  

19As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to 

the ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a 

trustworthy prophet of the LORD. 

 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

 Reflection 

Will you Come and Follow Me 
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 Blessing for Plough Sunday 
Blessing of the Plough (Tools) 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 

for in your abundant care you have given us fertile land, 

rich soil, the seasons in their courses. 

You provide seed for sowing, water, light and warmth 

to bring forth the miracle of growth. 

You give us skill to work the land, 

to prepare and nourish it, that it may be fruitful. 

By your blessing, 

let this plough be a sign of all that you promise to us. 

Prosper the work of our hands, 

and provide abundant crops for your people to share. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

God speed the plough. 

God speed the plough. 

 

Blessing of Seed 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 

in your goodness you have given us this seed to sow. 

In it we perceive the promise of life, 

the wonders of your creative love. 

By your blessing, 

let this seed be for us a sign of your creative power, 

that in sowing and watering, tending and watching, 

we may see the miracle of growth, 

and in due course reap a rich harvest. 

As this seed must die to give life, 

reveal to us the saving power of your Son, 

who died that we might live, and plant in us the good seed of your word. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

By itself the earth produces: 

first the stalk, then the ear, then the full grain shall appear. 
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We Plough the Fields and Scatter 
 

The Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

 

A Time of Prayer 

  

  



 

Sunday 17th January 2021 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

We Have a Gospel to Proclaim 
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The Conclusion 

The earth is the Lord's: 

And all that is within it. 

 

The compass of the world: 

And they that dwell therein. 

 

The Lord looked upon the earth: 

And filled it with his blessings. 

 

While the earth remains, seed time and harvest: 

And summer and winter, and day and night, shall not cease. 

 

They that work: 

Should work in hope. 

 

 Blessing 
May God the Father, 

who clothes the lilies of the field and feeds the birds of the air, 

provide us with all we need for life in its fullness. 

Amen. 

 

May God the Son, 

who fed the five thousand and turned water into wine, 

feed us with his life and transform us in his love. 

Amen. 

 

May God the Holy Spirit, 

who hovered over the waters of creation and formed the world from chaos, 

form us in the likeness of Christ and renew the face of the earth. 

Amen. 

 

And the blessing of God almighty 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among us and remain with us always. Amen 


