
 

Sunday 10th January 2021 

1ST Sunday of Epiphany  
(Baptism of Christ) 

Opening Responses 

Be with us, Spirit of God; 

nothing can separate us from your love. 

 

Breathe on us, breath of God; 

fill us with your saving power. 

 

Speak in us, wisdom of God; 

bring strength, healing and peace. 

 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

 

O Worship The Lord 

Confession 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

The first commandment is this: 

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, with all your mind, 

and with all your strength.’ 

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 

There is no other commandment greater than these. 

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

Amen. Lord, have mercy. 
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Because God was merciful, 

he saved us through the water of rebirth 

and the renewing power of the Holy Spirit. 

But through sin we have fallen away from our baptism. 

Let us return to the Lord and renew our faith in his promises 

by confessing our sins in penitence. 

 

God be gracious to us and bless us, 

and make your face shine upon us: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

May your ways be known on the earth, 

your saving power among the nations: 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

You, Lord, have made known your salvation, 

and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

May the Father of all mercies 

cleanse us from our sins, 

and restore us in his image 

to the praise and glory of his name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  Amen. 

 

 

Cornerstone  
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Collect 

Eternal Father, 

who at the baptism of Jesus 

revealed him to be your Son, 

anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 

grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, 

that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

 

Bible Reading 
Mark 1.4-11 

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean 

countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed 

with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 

honey. 7He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; 

I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have 

baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 

the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 

torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from 

heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’  

 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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 Reflection 

 

How Deep the Fathers Love for Us 

 

 

A Time of Prayer 

  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Being made one by the power of the Spirit, 

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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Immortal Invisible 

 

The Conclusion 

The Father’s voice bears witness to the Son. 

God has revealed himself to us. 

 

The Son bows his head beneath the waters of baptism. 

God has revealed himself to us. 

 

The Spirit as a dove descends from heaven. 

God has revealed himself to us. 

 

Submitting to John’s baptism, Christ delivers us from bondage. 

God has revealed himself to us. 

 

 

 Blessing 
May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water 

welling up to eternal life, 

perfect in us the image of his glory; 

and the blessing of God almighty 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among us and remain with us always. 

Amen 


