
 

Sunday 29th November 2020 

Advent Sunday 

 

 

Introduction 

Genesis 1.1-5   

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 the 

earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, 

while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God 

said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. 4 And God saw that the 

light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God 

called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the first day. 

  



Carol 

O come, O come Emmanuel, 

redeem thy captive Israel, 

that into exile drear is gone, 

far from the face of God’s dear son.  

 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

shall come to thee, O Israel.  

 

O come, thou branch of Jesse, draw 

the quarry from the lion's claw; 

from the dread caverns of the grave, 

from nether hell, thy people save. 

 

O come, O come, thou Dayspring bright. 

Pour on our souls thy healing light; 

dispel the long night's lingering gloom, 

and pierce the shadows of the tomb. 
 

O Come, thou Lord of David’s Key. 

The royal door fling wide and free; 

safeguard for us the heavenward road, 

and bar the way to death's abode. 

 

O come, O come, Adonai, 

who in thy glorious majesty 

from that high mountain clothed in awe, 

gavest thy folk the elder Law. 

 
Latin 13th century,  

translated by T. A. Lacey (1853-1931) 

© Oxford University Press



Greeting 

My brothers and sisters, we celebrate at this time the solemn season 

of Advent in which the Church bids us prepare to celebrate the 

coming of Christ; a coming that we recall in the Child of Bethlehem; 

a coming that we experience in the gift of his Spirit, in the bread of 

the Eucharist, in the joy of human lives that are shared; a coming we 

wait for when God gathers up all things in Christ. Let us in this holy 

season reflect on the coming of Christ who brings light to the world. 

Let us leave behind the darkness of sin, walk in the light that shines 

on our path, and renew within ourselves the hope of glory to which 

he beckons us. And as we turn towards the light, let us have on our 

hearts all those who see no light, for whom all is darkness and 

despair. Let us pray that they too may be illumined by Christ who is 

our light. 

 

Almighty God, 

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility;  

that on the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living 

and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

  



Psalm 13   

1 How long, O LORD? Will you forget me for ever? 

    How long will you hide your face from me? 
2 How long must I bear pain in my soul, 

    and have sorrow in my heart all day long? 

How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 
3 Consider and answer me, O LORD my God! 

    Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death, 
4 and my enemy will say, ‘I have prevailed’; 

    my foes will rejoice because I am shaken. 
5 But I trusted in your steadfast love; 

    my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 
6 I will sing to the LORD, 

    because he has dealt bountifully with me. 

Confession 

Heavenly Father, 

you have created a universe of light: 

forgive us when we return to darkness. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, 

you are the light of the world: 

cleanse and heal our blinded sight. 

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Holy Spirit, 

you give us light in our hearts: 

renew us in faith and love. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

May the God of love and power 

forgive you and free you from your sins, 

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

  



Carol 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free, 

from our fears and sins release us, 

let us find our rest in thee. 

 

Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, 

joy of every longing heart. 

 

Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child and yet a king, 

born to reign in us for ever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 

By thine own eternal Spirit 

rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 
Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

  



Isaiah 45.2-8   

2 I will go before you 

    and level the mountains, 

I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 

    and cut through the bars of iron, 
3 I will give you the treasures of darkness 

    and riches hidden in secret places, 

so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 

    the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
4 For the sake of my servant Jacob, 

    and Israel my chosen, 

I call you by your name, 

    I surname you, though you do not know me. 
5 I am the LORD, and there is no other; 

    besides me there is no god. 

    I arm you, though you do not know me, 
6 so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 

    and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 

    I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
7 I form light and create darkness, 

    I make weal and create woe; 

    I the LORD do all these things. 
8 Shower, O heavens, from above, 
    and let the skies rain down righteousness; 

let the earth open, that salvation may spring up, 

    and let it cause righteousness to sprout up also; 

    I the LORD have created it. 

 

  



Carol 

On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 

announces that the Lord is nigh; 

come then and hearken, for he brings 

glad tidings from the King of kings! 

 

Then cleansed be every Christian breast, 

and furnished for so great a guest. 

Yea, let us each our hearts prepare 

for Christ to come and enter there. 

 

For thou art our salvation, Lord, 

our refuge, and our great reward; 

without thy grace our souls must fade 

and wither like a flower decayed. 

 

Stretch forth thine hand, to heal our sore, 

and make us rise to fall no more; 
once more upon thy people shine, 

and fill the world with love divine. 

 

All praise, eternal Son, to thee 

whose advent sets thy people free, 

whom, with the Father, we adore, 

and Spirit bless, for evermore. 
Jordanis oras praevia  Charles Coffin (1676-1749)  

Translated John Chandler (1806-1876) 

 

  



Isaiah 60.1-5a  

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

    and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth, 

    and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the LORD will arise upon you, 

    and his glory will appear over you. 
3 Nations shall come to your light, 

    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 

    they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 

    and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 

    your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

    the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

 

Christingle Society Video  



1 Thessalonians 5.1-11,23,24  

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you 

do not need to have anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves 

know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 

night. 3 When they say, ‘There is peace and security’, then sudden 

destruction will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a 

pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4 But you, beloved, are 

not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5 for you are all 

children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of 

darkness. 6 So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep 

awake and be sober; 7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those 

who are drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let 

us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a 

helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has destined us not for wrath 

but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died 

for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with 

him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as 

indeed you are doing. 

23 May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your 

spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will 

do this. 

  



Carol 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. 

 

Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts.  

Shine through the darkness.  

Christ be our light!  

Shine in your church gathered today.  

  

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 

Make us your living voice. 

  

Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 

shared until all are fed. 

 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others, 

walls made of living stones. 

 

Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

making your kingdom come. 

 
Bernadette Farrell (born 1957) 

© 1994 Bernadette Farrell published by OCP Publications.  

  



John 3.16-21 

16 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

17 ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but in order that the world might be saved through 

him. 18 Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who 

do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed 

in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgement, that 

the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather 

than light because their deeds were evil. 20 For all who do evil hate the 

light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 

exposed. 21 But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it 

may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.’ 

 

Sermon 

  



Carol 

Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 

once for favoured sinners slain; 

thousand thousand saints attending 

swell the triumph of his train: 

alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 

God appears on earth to reign. 

 

Every eye shall now behold him 

robed in dreadful majesty; 

those who set at naught and sold him, 

pierced and nailed him to the tree, 

deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 

shall the true Messiah see. 

 

Those dear tokens of his passion 

still his dazzling body bears; 

cause of endless exultation 
to his ransomed worshippers: 

with what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture, 

gaze we on those glorious scars. 

 

Yea, amen, let all adore thee, 

high on thine eternal throne; 

Saviour, take the power and glory, 

claim the kingdom for thine own: 

O come quickly, O come quickly, O come quickly, 

alleluia! come, Lord, come! 
Charles Wesley (1707-1788),  

Martin Madan (1726-1790),  

John Cennick (1718-1755) 

 

  



Closing Responses 

The night is far spent, the day is at hand. 

Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness 

and put on the armour of light. 

Come, O Lord, comfort the soul of your servant. 

Even so, Lord, come. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, come 

at evening time, with light, 

and in the morning, with your glory, 

to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

He who receives our prayers says: 

Surely I come quickly. 

I am the root and offspring of David, 

I am the bright and morning star. 

Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Blessing 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 

scatter the darkness from before your path, 

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 

and the blessing of God Almighty 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you, always. 

Amen. 

 

do 


